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Summary

Purpose of the Study
This study was designed to measure the attitudes of Virginians towards higher education in Virginia
and towards some environmental problems facing the Commonwealth. Many of the questions in the
survey are similar to those used in the national Gallop Poll and an earlier Virginia Survey, “Virginia
Attitudes Towards Highar Education” conducted in 1985.

Summary of Research Procedures

1. The Sample.

The sample for the survey consists of 517 Virginia citizens over age 18 whose households were chosen
through random digit telephone dialing. The total sample is divided into a representative sample of
231 Northern Virginians (residents of Arlingten, Fairfax, Loudon and Prince William Counties and the
Cities of Alexandria, Fairfax and Falls Church) and a representative sample of 286 citizens of the
rest of the state. This allows us {0 measure the attitudes of the state as a whole and of Northern
Virginia. (Details of the sampling and interviewing procedure are described in Appendix Two “How
the Study Was Conducted” at the end of this report)

2. Sampling Error.

The chances are 95 in 100 tha: the sampling error for results for all of Virginia is no larger than
plus or minus 5%. For Northern Virginia, the chances are 95 in 130 that the sampling &rror is no
larger than plus or minus 6%.




Summary of Restiits

Virginia and the Future

sVirginians think highly of the Commonwealth and are concerned about its futurs.
-45% rate Virginia an excsllent place to live, and an additional 42% rate it good.
-89% consider a safe, unpolluted environiment very important to Virginia's future.
-75% consider having one of the best higher education systems very imporiant.
-64% consider having one the best business climates in the nation very important.

Higher Educ=tion
*Virginians thini¢ highly of the higher education system.
-43% think the vuality of higher education in the state is above average, only 4% think it below
average.
-81% would grade the private colleges and univessities in the state “B" or better.
-79% would grade the public four year colleges and universities “B" or better.
-69% would grade the community colleges 8" or better.

sVirginians support higher education.
-63% think access to college is very important.
-50% think public college and university tuitions are too high.
-549% would support a tax increase for higher education.
-52% favor public scholarships for Virginians attending private colleges in-state.

*Community celleges are visible and important.
-95% can name a community ccllegs in their area.
-60% consider community colleges very important to the economy of their communitites.
-33% consider community college tuitior:s too high.

Environmental Problems

*Virginians are aware of pollution in the Chesapeake and support measures to reduce this pollution.
-92% are aware of pollution in the Chesapeake.
-89% favor regulation of pesticides and fertilizers.
-79% favor regulation of privately owned wstlands.

*Virginians are aware of the "greenhouse effact” and support some but not all policies to prevent
it frorn getting worse.
~-819% are aware of the prcblem.
~-98% favor energy conservation programs.
-97% favor reforestation.
-74% support gas mileage standards for cars.
-62% oppose nuclear power.
-79% oppose energy taxses.

sVirginians support housshold recycling of trash.
-94% would be willing to separate household trash for a recycling program.




Virginia and the Future ‘

Virginla as a Place to Live
All things considered, how do you rate Virginia as a place to live—would you say it's an excellent
place to live, good, fair cr a poor piace to live?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Excellent 45,3 40.8
Good 423 46.5
Fair 10.6 1.0
Poor 1.8 1.8

Influences on Virginia’s Future

In determining Virginia’s strength in the future, say over the next 10 to 20 years, how important do
you feel the following factors will be—would you say they're very important, fairly important, not too
important or not at all important?

First, developing one of the best business climates of any state in the nation?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Very important 63.7 55.5
Fairly important 289 35.2
Not too important 6.3 79
Not at all important 1.1 1.3 |
|
Having a sale, unpolluted environment?
Virginia Northern Virginia “
Percent Percent |
Very important 88.6 83.8
Fairly important 10.2 14.5
Not too important 1.2 18
Not at all important 0.0 0.0 ‘

Having one of the best systems of four-year colleges and community colleges in the nation?

Virginie. Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Very important 75.3 67.7
Fairly important 214 26.1
Not too important 2.3 5.3
Not at all important 1.0 0.9




Rating Virginia’s Collzges and Universities

Raling Quality of Higher Educatlon in Virginia
In relation to colleges and universities nationally, hcw would you rate the quality of higher education
in Virginia? Do you consider it about average, above average or below average?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Above average 427 58.2
About average 52.9 376
Bei > # average 43 41

Grading Virginia's Private Colleges and Unlverslties

Students in Virginia's colleges and universities are given the grades of A, B, C, D and F to denote
the quality of their work. If you were to grade the colleges themselves, what grade would you give
to private colleges?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent

A 23.7 21.1

B 57.2 58.6

C 16.7 184

D 1.6 20

F 0.8 0.0

Grading Virginia's Puklic Four-Year Colleges and Universities
What grade would you give Virginia’s public four-year colieges and universities?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent

A 31.2 31.3

B 49.2 50.0

C 16.2 16.3

D 35 34

F 0.0 0.0

Grading Virginia’s Communlty Colleges
What grade would you give Virginia's two-year community colleges?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent

A 21.2 222

B AT7 494

C 26.5 25.3

D 42 3.1

F 0.4 0.0




Access and Costs

Enirance Requirements
Should Virginia's four-year public collages and universities raise their entrance requirements?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent

Yes 30.1 28.2

No 69.9 71.8

Access
How important is it for every qualified Virginian to be able to attend a college? Do you consider
it very important, fairly important, not too important or not important at all?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Very important 63.3 58.6
Fairly important 311 327
Not too important 4.7 7.3
Not at all important 0.9 1.4

Tultlon
Tuitions in Virginia's public colleges are among the highest in the South. Do you feel that tuitions
are too high, too lov: or about right?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Too high 49.7 34.6
About right 48.8 62.8
Too low 15 27

Private Education Scholarships

Currently, the state provides a scholarship fund of about $1000 tc every Virginia student attending
a private college in-state. Are your awars of this schoiarship?

Virginia Northern Virginie.
Percent Percent
Yes 22,5 15.2
No 775 84.8

Do you favor or oppose these taxpayer-fundad scholarships to Virginians attending private colleges?

Virginia Northern Virginia

Percent Percent
Favor 52.1 56.9
Opposse 479 431

Tax Increases for Public Higher Education
If Virginia's public colleges said they needed much more money to * -ep tuitions down and improve
quality, would you favor or oppose a tax increass for this purpose?

Virginia Northern Virginia

Percent Percent
Favur 54.4 58.5
Oppose 45.6 415




Commuiity Colleges

Awareness of L.ocai Community Colleges
Can you name a community college in your area?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent

Yes 94.6 94.5

No 5.4 5.5

Economlc Iniportance of Community Colleges
Community colleges provide training for youth over 18 years old and adults. How important is this
to the economy of your community? Would you say it's very important, fairly important, not too important
or not important at all?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Very important 60.3 62.3
Fairly important 34.6 31.2
Not too important 4.2 5.1
Not important at all 09 1.4

Communlly College Tultlons

Currently Virginia's community colleges charge almost $800 per year in tuition while 10 years ago
they charged about $150 per year. Do you feel community college tuition is too high, oo low or
about right?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Too high 33.1 30.9
About right 64.8 67.1
Too low 2.2 19




The Best Public Four-Year Colleges in Virginia

If a relative asked you to recommend a four-year college for their children, which four would you

recommend?
Percentage of respondents
mentioning school
Virginia
University of Virginia 65.1
Virginia Polytech 48.8
William & Mary 419
James Madison > 256
George Mason 21.1
Virginia Commonwealth 145
Old Dominion 11.8
Radford 5.2
Other 36.3
Northern Virginia

University of Virginia 73.6
George Mason . 515
Virginia Polytech 56.3
William and Mary 48.3
Jams Madison 241
Virginia Commonwealth 6.9
Radford 6.3
Old Dominion 46
Other 36.8




Environmental Proklems ¢f the Chesapeake

Awarensss of Problems
In the last few years, scientists have become concerned about Pollution of the Chesapeake Bay. Have
you heard about problems of pollution in the Bay?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent

Ves 92.1 94.2

No 7.9 5.8

Regulation of Fertllizers and Pesticides
Scientists have suggested several steps that Virginia might take to reduce pollution of the Bay. Would
you tell me if you favor or oppose each of the following: Laws to regulate the use of fertilizers and

pasticides?
Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Favor 88.9 92.0
Oppose 11.1 8.0

Regulation of the Use of Privately Owned Wetlands
Laws to regulate the use of privately owned wetlands, such as swamps and marshes?

Virginia Northern Virginia

Percent Percent
Favor 79.2 77.8
Oppose 20.8 22.2
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The “Greenhouse Effect”

Awareness of the Problem

Recently, scientists have also become concerned that the earth’s climate is getting warmer and weather
patterns are changing. This is sometimes called the “greenhouse sffect.” Have you happened to have
heard of this problem?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent

Yes 81.2 924

No 18.8 76

Programs to Plant Forests

Scientists have suggested scme steps that government might taka to keep this problem from getting
worse. I'm going to read you several of these suggestions. For each of them, could you tell me if
you would favor or oppose it. First, programs to plant more forests?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Fercent
Favor " 96.8 97.3
Oppose 3.2 27
Programs to Save Energy
Programs to help people save energy?
Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Favor 98.3 95.4
Opposs 17 46
Gas Mlleage Standards
Minimum standards for gas mileage in cars?
Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Favor 74.3 73.8
Opposs 25.7 26.2
Higher Energy Taxes
Higher taxes on gasoline, slectricity, nawral gas and other kinds of energy?
Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Favor 214 33.8
Oppose 78.6 66.2
Nuclear Power
More construction of nuciear power piants?
Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Favor 340 40.6
Opposs 1.6 53.0
Other, “it depends" 4.5 6.4
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Household Recycling

Many scientists are also concerned about problems of trash disposal. One solution they have proposed
is recycling of bottles, cans and paper. If there were a recycling program in your community, would
you be willing to separate your household trash into st;parate containers for glass, paper, metl and
all nther trash before it was collected?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Pevcent Percent

Yes 93.7 93.2

No 6.3 6.8
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Appendix One: Characteristics of the Sample

Place of Resldence

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Town , 68.1 90.0
Country - 319 10.0
Level of Educatlon
Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Not a high school graduats 12,6 5.4
High school graduate 44.6 18.4
Some college 242 28.3
Bachelor's degree 209 305
Graduate work 10.4 17.4

Altended Virginla College
Have you ever atiendad 2 college in Virginia? (Asked only of respondents who had attended college.)

virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Yes 52.1 40
No 47.9 59.0
Has anyone else in your immediate family attended a college in Virginia?
Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Yes 547 47.7
No 453 52.3
Age
Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Under 30 242 29.0
30-39 24.0 253
40-4¢ 19.1 199
50-59 125 11.8
60-69 13.3 8.1
70 and over 6.7 59

Polltics and Voting
In terms of politics, do you think of yourself as claser to the Republican or Democratic party?

Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Republican 472 56.7
Democratic 344 305
Independent 18.4 129
Are you currently registsied io voie?
Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Yes 785 809
No 215 19.1
Race/Ethnicity
Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Black 17.2 56
White 784 86.6
Other minority 44 78
Sux
Virginia Northern Virginia
Percent Percent
Mals 44,0 491
Female 56.0 509
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Appendix Two: How the Study Was Conducted

Th 2 data presented in this report were collected through telephone interviews with a random sample
of Virginians. This appendix provides technically orionted readers with information on the methods
used in the study.

Sample. The population to be sampled was defined as Virginians over 18 capable of responding to
an English lsnyuage telephone interview. Since we wanted to learn about the views of ldorthern Virginians
as well as the overall views of Commonwealth residents, we actually drew two samples, one of Northern
Virgimia (Arlington, Fairfax, Loudon and Prince William Counties and the Cities of Alexandria, Fairfax
and Falls Church} and of the rest of the Commonwealth. Overall, 231 interviews were conducted with
citizens of Northern Virginta and 286 with citizens in the rest of the Commonwsalth. Results for Northern
Virginia are based on the 231 interviews, while those for the entire Commonwealth are based on
combining the two samples using the appropriate sampling weights to insure that the results are
representative of the state as a whole.

Telephor.e numbers to be used in the study were obtained from Survey Sampling, Inc. The details
of the sampling procedure are described in their “Description of Sampling Procedures™ (Survey Sampling,
Inc., 1988.). They are essentially equivalent to simple randor: digit dialing but produce higher “hit”
rates (larger proportions of working phones) and are thus more efficient than random digit dialing.
The sampling procedure produces results representative of the state as whole with the caveat that
:dividuals living in households without telephones cannot be reached. We estimate that over 96%
of the households in Northern Virgima and over 89% of the households in the rest of the state have
working phones.

unce a household was contacted, we asked to interview the “"person currently living in the household
who was over 18 and who had the most re 1t birthday.” This method eliminates serious biases
introduced by interviewing the first person to answer the phone. Note that the sampling procedure
first samples households then individuals within households.

Response Rates. We have calculated our response rates as numuwer of interviews divided by number
of interviews plus the number of pecple who refused to be interviewsed. For Northern Virginia, the
response rate was 49%, for the rest of the Virginia, £3%, for a response rate for the combined weighted
sample of 52%. These response rates are typical for public opinion surveys of this sort.

Intetviewing. Interviews were conducted from 5-9 p.m. weekdays and from 10 a.m.-9 p.m. on weekends.
Interviewing took pluce every day from 12/7/88 to 12/21/88. Interviewers were trained and supervised
by Laura Lurd a'.d Thomas Dietz. The interviews were of very high quality, with good comprehension
on the part of respondents and relatively high rates of completion once interviews were initiated.

Data Analysis. Responses were coded by Denice Sullivan, LauraLund and Thomas Distz. After responses
were entered into a data file they were proofed against the original questionnaires to eliminate coding
and data entry errors. Statistical analyses were conducted using SPSS-PC+,

Quallty of the Resulis. Standard statistical nrocedures such as those used to calculate the standard
errors and confidence intervals for this data take account of sampling and other random errors.
Nonresponse and errors in respondent understanding or honesty also introduce errors into survey
results. The exact magnitude of these errors cannot be estimated, but readers of this report should
be aware that such errors exist in this and any other survey. The care taken in conducting this survey
cannot eliminate such errors, but we are confident that our results allow valid generalization to the
adult population of Virginia and Northern Virginia and are at least as accurate as those of comparable
public opinion surveys.
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